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veryone is talking about being “green”
Etoday no matter what business you are

in. Green has certainly hit our building
industry, with organizations like U.S. Green
Building Council (LEED®), Energy Star, Green
Star and Derrick Companies leading the way
in the Midwest.

Yes, we at Derrick have been building
energy-efficient buildings using renewable
and green products for many years. Derrick
continues to lead the way in western
Wisconsin by being the first construction
firm to have a LEED® (Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design) Accredited
Professional on staff. In addition, we have
completed the first privately owned LEED®-
certified building in western Wisconsin, Air
Motion Systems in River Falls.

But green isn't just about being certified
or accredited by some organization. For
us, it is about the responsible use of our
natural resources that will result in energy-
efficient and healthy living and working
environments.

There are many things a business can
do to incorporate green elements in its
building. Some are very simple, such as
the type of lighting you use or putting a
recycling program in place. Others are
more complicated, like the heating and
ventilation system you install in your
building. Regardless, every decision needs
to be based on its initial cost and its
subsequent payback in energy and natural
resource consumption. There are also

Featured Project

Buffalo Wild Wings

We recently completed our second Buffalo Wild Wings for the development
team of Brian Zeller and David Robson. The most recent project was in Onalaska,
Wis., consisting of a 5,500-square-foot addition to an existing building, for a total
project size of 9,500 square feet. We dealt with a highly compressed three-month
schedule and completed the project in mid-July.

We are most proud of the fact that this development firm relies on us for all
their construction, knowing they can trust us to deliver their projects on time while
working within their budgets. The accompanying photo is from the BWW we

completed in Hudson, Wis., last year.

numerous grants and low interest loans
available as incentives to build green. As
part of our service, we help our clients
secure those grants and loans; we believe
building green needs to be cost-effective for
our clients.

As a means of assisting our clients
and the building industry, we have
designed a new website that will help

you determine if building green is

for you and answering some of your
most frequently asked questions. The
website is www.greenderrickbuilt.com. If
you have any immediate questions on
green construction, contact our LEED®
Accredited Professional, Dustin Rassbach,
at drassbach@derrickbuilt.com or
715-243-0514.
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